
The Lake County Fair will always be known for giving me the opportunity to have 
the best memories that will forever be cherished. It was the one week out of the 
whole year where I was allowed to eat large amounts of corn dogs and cotton 
candy, visit with the animals in the 4H building, and of course, watch the pageant. 
My very best memory of the fair occurred when I watched my very first pageant. 
Not only because I thought that the girls were “princesses,” but also because I was 
able to watch my older sister/role model compete. I still remember feeling 
butterflies in my stomach whenever she came up on stage, I was always nervous for 

my sister. If I had butterflies just watching my sister, I couldn’t begin to imagine what it felt like to actually 
compete. Luckily, curiosity set in, and I was on my way to competing in the Lake County Fair Queen Pageant. 
Not only was I lucky enough to follow in my sisters footsteps, but my mother’s as well. My mother, sister, and I 
were all given the opportunity to compete on the very same stage. This was a tradition that the Lake County 
Fair has instilled in me, and I will forever be grateful for it.  

The Lake County Fair has not only created great memories for my childhood, but for my adult years as well. All 
of the dreams that I had of being fair queen finally came true (after four tries, of course!) My week at the fair as 
Miss Lake County Fair Queen was one of the most exhausting, yet rewarding experiences. Who would’ve 
known that you could wear heels in mud, rock a milk mustache from chugging a carton of milk during the 
Crazy Cow Relay Race, and go on rides without losing the crown on your head? My experience at the fair 
would not have been the same without my Little and Junior Miss. Lexi, my Junior Miss, never failed to put a 
smile on my face. She was always my number one fan in whatever I did. Her amount of positivity can be felt 
from miles away. Natalie, my Little Miss, was always keeping me on my toes! She always had quirky jokes, a 
personality that could light up a room, and a selfless attitude. Like all good things, this amazing adventure of 
mine has come to an end. My week serving as the Miss Lake County Fair Queen was one for the books, and I 
hope that the next queen cherishes every moment of this once in a lifetime experience.  

Once the fair was over, I was notified that preparation for State (Miss Illinois County Fair Queen Pageant) was 
beginning. My very first experience of this preparation began in August. I was provided the opportunity to 
travel to Springfield for County Fair Day. Upon arrival, I was able to take a photo with the reigning Miss 
Illinois County Fair Queen, as well as the Director of Agriculture. In addition, I was able to establish 
friendships with 71 other fair queens from different counties. Although the weather was smoldering, it did not 
stop us queens from a photo session, exploring the fairgrounds, and getting to share facts about our own 
counties.  

During the fall and early winter, major preparation began for State. I participated in my very own photo session, 
prepared my speech, worked on my interview skills, and expanded my knowledge of Illinois agriculture. In 
November, I traveled to Ottawa, Illinois for the Northern Zone Meeting with about 20 other fairs queens from 
the northern part of the state. The amount of passion and knowledge that these women have for agriculture is 
amazing. There was a strong sense of camaraderie between my fellow queens and me. We were all so 
passionate about carrying on the traditions and legacies of our families by making our county fairs proud. 

Numerous Lake County Fair Queens before me told me that it is nearly impossible to put into words just how 
amazing the experience of State really is until you experience it yourself. Springfield, Illinois was the location 
of the pageant, and who would have known that this part of Illinois withheld a once in a lifetime experience for 
me? All of the preparation leading up to the pageant was finally coming into fruition. The five days of the 
pageant were extremely exhausting, but the adrenaline rush of it all made it worthwhile. Being able to get up on 



stage and relay a speech about my very own county was the highlight of it all. I am unable to put into words just 
how grateful I am for each and every one of the other queens from different counties that I was given the 
opportunity to compete with. They opened my eyes to the world of agriculture, shared their friendship with me, 
and will forever hold a special place in my heart.  

A big thank you to my pageant director, Alyce Brownlee. I don’t know how she does it! She has given each of 
her queens this once in a lifetime opportunity. I cannot begin to explain just how lucky each queen is to have 
her as a pageant mom. She is the comic relief I always appreciate when the pageant nerves kick in. A thank you 
to my sister, Brittani Schisler. Not only does she do my hair and makeup for every pageant, but she has taught 
me everything that she knows when it comes to pageants. I am so lucky to have had her as my role model while 
growing up. Much appreciation goes to Kristen One, Summer Zwicke, and Meghan Opolka. These ladies have 
been there for me in regards to preparations for state and throughout my whole reign. All five of these women 
have truly made an impact on my life.  

Thank you to my Mom and Mat. Thank you for attending all of my events, being my cheerleaders, and for 
allowing me to wear a gown that I have always dreamed of at State. My last thank you goes out to the Lake 
County Fair Board. Thank you for bringing so much joy into my life, helping me create memories that I will 
forever cherish, and for continuing the strong tradition of the fair in Lake County.  

 

Bethani 


